Brookhaven Board of Zoning Appeals 
One Independence Hill 
Farmingville, NY 11738
(631) 451-6477, phone
(631) 451-6926, fax
Date:

Subject:  Our Fire Island Pines Community Needs the LaFountaine Building Rebuilt, ASAP 

To the Board:
I am writing to support the expedited permitting requested/recommended for the LaFountaine building, #36 Fire Island Boulevard, in Fire Island Pines, a matter being heard on January 11. Our community suffered a devastating loss, the night of November 14, 2011, and, given the seasonal nature of the community business calendar, time is of the essence.
The LaFountaine “Danikki Building” is home to seven businesses, which are employers, taxpayers and community-serving businesses, all of which have strongly and consistently served our community and supported philanthropic activities, including the FIPPOA-benefit Pines Party, the Dancers Responding to AIDS-benefit Fire Island Dance Festival, and much more. In addition to our vibrant community, this building and its tenants service thousands of tourists every year. Lack of a place to do business for the 2012 season would irreparably harm these businesses, ensuring their disappearance from our community, as well as from local tax rolls. The building project, itself, will also employ numerous local small business contractors.

I have learned that there is opposition to this permit application and its accelerated/expedited permitting, by individuals and groups, including ABCO. ABCO is misrepresenting the nature of the proposed project to create support for its position. Currently, in a prominent location on ABCO’s public website, is a claim that the project seeks an “increase to 100% lot occupancy.” In fact, the proposed structure maintains the prior structure’s footprint, floor sizes and lot coverage, and, in addition, within those constraints, plans to include updates to contemporary building structural codes, including ADA compliance. The LaFountaines are simply asking to rebuild what was lost in the fire, which was a legal commercial building, with all current Town of Brookhaven Certificates of Occupancy. 
I am a [  ] property owner [  ] renter member of the Fire Island Pines community, and have been for [    ] years. I support the fast-track permitting that will allow the LaFountaine “Danikki Building” to be completed in time for the 2012 season, to ensure that the affected businesses are not permanently lost to our community. I would like to see Fire Island Pines flourish in 2012, and beyond, which it cannot do without this important building and its tenants. 
Sincerely,

Signature:
_________________________________________

Name: 
_________________________________________

Permanent Address: 
_________________________________________
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_________________________________________

eMail: 
_________________________________________

Phone: 
_________________________________________

